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SiglufjÃ¶rÃ°ur: an idyllically quiet fishing village in Northern Iceland, where no one locks their doors

- accessible only via a small mountain tunnel. Ari ThÃ³r Arason: a rookie policeman on his first

posting, far from his girlfriend in Reykjavik - with a past that heâ€™s unable to leave behind. When a

young woman is found lying half-naked in the snow, bleeding and unconscious, and a highly

esteemed, elderly writer falls to his death in the local theatre, Ari is dragged straight into the heart of

a community where he can trust no one, and secrets and lies are a way of life. An avalanche and

unremitting snowstorms close the mountain pass, and the 24-hour darkness threatens to push Ari

over the edge, as curtains begin to twitch, and his investigation becomes increasingly complex,

chilling and personal. Past plays tag with the present and the claustrophobic tension mounts, while

Ari is thrust ever deeper into his own darkness - blinded by snow, and with a killer on the loose. Taut

and terrifying, Snowblind is a startling debut from an extraordinary new talent, taking Nordic Noir to

soaring new heights.'Is King Arnaldur looking to his laurels? There is a young pretender beavering

away, his eye on the crown: Ragnar JÃ³nasson' --Barry Forshaw
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Rookie cop Ari ThÃ³r Arason is so pleased to be offered a posting that he immediately accepts,

even though it's in the tiny town of SiglufjÃ¶rdur, so far north it's closer to the Arctic than to

Reykjavik. A place, so they say, where nothing ever happens. So when an elderly writer falls down a

flight of stairs to his death everyone assumes it's an accident, and when Ari ThÃ³r is reluctant to

accept this, he is quickly warned off by his boss TÃ³mas. But when a young woman is found

unconscious in the snow and bleeding from a knife wound, even TÃ³mas has to face up to the fact

that crime has arrived in SiglufjÃ¶rdur.This is described in the blurb as a 'debut', but I think it's

actually the second in a series although the first to be translated. There are references to what

sounds like a previous story involving Ari ThÃ³r and his girlfriend KristÃ­n, but this one works fine on

its own and doesn't give any major spoilers for the earlier book, should it ever appear.The writing is

excellent, and enhanced by a fine translation by Quentin Bates, who is himself a highly regarded

crime writer. JÃ³nasson slowly builds up a claustrophobic feeling to this small fishing community,

approachable only by air or through a tunnel under the mountains, both of which routes become

impossible as the winter snows deepen. Ari ThÃ³r finds himself feeling more and more cut off,

emotionally as well as physically, especially since KirstÃ­n hasn't forgiven him for accepting the

posting without discussing it with her.
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